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AL T ^ SsIsT ANT I °0§c5^ AT IONS 

SURVEYS STUDENT TEACHER RATIO 

Identifiers- California , « « ~>a l... ir ^ 

A survey of 22 dental assisting programs showed an average of 1.124 hour s o 
instruction in dental assisting for 15 four-semester. 955 for three * J^semes ter. 
and 1,042 for four two-semester programs. The average instructional hours fo e 
four-semester programs were 48 in introduction to dental assisting. 179 * in ^the life 
science'. 221 in the physical sciences. 181 in chairside procedures. 146 in denta 
laboratory procedures 9 125 in practice administration, and 224 in supervised practical 
experience. Hours in general education averaged 479. There were trends toward 
an P increa'inq emphasis on ethics, professional organization grooming, terminology. 
radiography. 9 orthodontic and emergency chairside procedures iaborator^ 
for orthodontic appliances, insurance procedures, dental office and dental ' ° 
experience. Enqlish typing. speech, and psychology, and (2) a slight decrease in 
emphasi 5 in time devoted to denture construction. The model associate deg? 5 ® 
program proposed, based upon survey data, includes (1) 32 semester umt 5 and a 
£3 of lfel 1 hours in dental assisting courses. (2) 14 to 20 « =e^*eroo,tsjn rented 
business, communication, natural science, and applied psychology c u - 
to 19 semester units in general education. (JK) 
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Mrs. Hazel Torres, CDA Coordinator of Dental Assisting 

College of Marin, Kentfield 
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The present survey of current curricular structure in dental assisting 
education as taught in the California junior colleges was accomplished 
in two stages. 
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Semester" — the reference to a semester can be clarified by thinking of 
a block of one (1), one and one-half (li)/ or two (2) school years. 

The curriculum can be arranged to fit into a quarter system as well as 
a semester system. There is no rigid lock step system of presentation. 
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The dental laboratory procedures required 146 hours of lecture, laboratory 
work, and field trips. The assistant's role in Denture Construction and 
Repair was presented in 52 hours with 36 of these hours being spent in 
the laboratory and two on field trips. 
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Objectives: From a designated list of terms, the student in her activities will 

effectively utilize terminology for specific areas of dentistry in 
daily communication and in the application of dental office procedures . 




Topic 1 . Physiological 

a. Prefixes and suffixes 

b. Basic sciences 
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Topic 64 Blood Vessels 
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Topic 5. Bookkeeping: Manual, Machine, and Data Processing 
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Objectives: 1. The student will demonstrate her knowledge of telephone techniques 

by completion of role playing situations in accordance with the 
guide book of the telephone company. 
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Operative procedure 
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Objectives: The student will be able to recognize and identify drugs and prepara- 

tions used and associated with dental treatment and demonstrate the 
use, care and storage of medicaments according to regulations of the 
Food and Drug Administration . 
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Objectives: According to the standards of the Department of Health Radiation Code 

for the State of California, the student will be able to demonstrate 
knowledge of protection techniques in the use of dental X-ray equip- 
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; Topic 6 . Gold Foil 

a . How to prepare set-ups for gold foil restorations 

b . How to anneal gold foil 

c. How to pass gold foil 
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Objectives: The student will be able to identify, select or construct Impression 

trays appropriate to the Impression technique. 




Topic 1. Metal Trays 

a . Identification 

b. Selection for use 
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